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pray give us a little account of your first disputes about these things.
Wid. 'Tis a sad story, sister, and will bring many grievous things to remembrance.
EhL Sist. I should be very unwilling to impose so irksome a task upon you; but I think it will be very instructing to us all.
Wid. Why it was not much above a fortnight after we came home, as I observed to you, before I discovered it, and the manner was thus: I wondered that every Sabbath-day my spouse contrived some excuse or other to avoid going to church with me: I had taken some notice of it before we went home, but the second Sabbath-day I took upon, me to desire him to go; he seemed not to deny me, and went into the coach with me, but pretended a sudden thought, he was obliged to go up to St. James's; and having very civilly handed me out of the coach, and gone with me into the very place, made a light bow, when I could not stand to persuade, and went back.
Sist. What did he take the coach too, and leave you to come home on foot ?
Wid. No, no; he never showed me so little respect as that; he went but as far as Temple Bar in the coach, and sent it back, charging the coachman to go and wait for his mistress, which he did: this, however, troubled me a little, and I began to be uneasy, though I knew not for what.
Sist. Why, my dear, did nothing occur to your thoughts, as it did to ours, about his pictures, his crucifixes, altar-pieces, and such things ?
Wid. No, not at all: I had heard my father say it was the fashion, in Italy ; and it being so remote from my thoughts to imagine anything of what was the real case, I had, indeed, no thoughts at all